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CS 2480A - 650 (Fall 2024) 
The Roman Emperors: 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
Dr. Alexander Meyer 

Online and Asynchronous Lectures 
In-person Exams 

 

 
 

Course Information 
This course will examine the characters, policies, and actions of many of the most famous 
and infamous of Rome’s emperors, including Augustus, Nero, Domitian, Marcus Aurelius, 
Constantine and Julian the Apostate. We will discuss the virtues of the best emperors, the 
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• A basic knowledge of the history of Rome. 
• A familiarity with some of the most important literary sources from ancient Rome. 
• An understanding of the potential and limitations of ancient sources (literary, 

archaeological and documentary). 
• The ability to analyze and discuss the significance of these sources in a coherent 

manner and in their historical context. 
  

Skills: 
• Critical thought 
• Argumentation 
• Analysis of written material 
• Interpretation of archaeological evidence 
• Scrutiny of artistic evidence 

  
  
Course Materials 
Required Texts (for purchase) 
Tacitus. Annals. Translated by Cynthia Damon. London: Penguin Classics, 2012. (978-
0140455649) [Tacitus] 

Suetonius. Lives of the Caesars. Translated by Catherine Edwards. Oxford: Oxford University 
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Accordingly, students seeking academic consideration for this assessment will be required to 
provide formal supporting documentation to their academic counselor. Students who are 
granted academic consideration for this assessment will be provided with the following 
opportunity to take a make-up exam.  
  
No outside materials will be permitted during the exam. You may not collaborate with 
anybody on the tests once they begin, nor may you receive information about the tests from 
anyone who has completed them or share information about the test with anyone who has 
not yet completed them. Your answers must be yours and yours alone. 
  
First test: 35% 
Final exam: 65% 
  
Schedule 
First Test: 6pm, Thursday, October 24 
Final Exam: TBA (Dec. 9-22) 
  

Important Policies  
  
General information about missed coursework 
Students must familiarize themselves with the University Policy on Academic Consideration � 
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Special Examinations 
A Special Examination is any examination other than the regular examination, and it may be 
offered only with the permission of the Dean of the Faculty in which the student is 
registered, in consultation with the instructor and Department Chair. Permission to write a 
Special Examination may be given on the basis of compassionate or medical grounds with 
appropriate supporting documents. To provide an opportunity for students to recover from 
the circumstances resulting in a Special Examination, the University has implemented 
Special Examinations dates. These dates as well as other important information about 
examinations and academic standing can be found here. 

Support Services 

Brightspace 
All course material will be posted to OWL Brightspace: https://westernu.brightspace.com/. If 
students need assistance with OWL Brightspace, they can seek support on the OWL 
Brightspace Help page. Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services 
Helpdesk online or by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800 for technical support. Current 
versions of all popular browsers (e.g., Safari, Chrome, Edge, Firefox) are supported with 
OWL Brightspace; what is most important is that you update your browser frequently to 
ensure it is current. All JavaScript and cookies should be enabled." 

Academic Advising 
Y
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Learning Development and Success 

Counsellors at the Learning Development and Success Centre https://learning.uwo.ca are 
ready to help you improve your learning skills. They offer presentations on strategies for 
improving time management, multiple-choice exam preparation/writing, textbook reading, 
and more. Individual support is offered throughout the Fall/Winter terms in the drop-in 
Learning Help Centre, and year-round through individual counselling. 

USC 

Additional student-run support services are offered by the 
USC, https://westernusc.ca/services/. 

 


